The purpose of this study was to examine the pre-service teachers' perspectives of practicum experience as a tool of learning to teach by using qualitative research methods. Data were collected through interview from twenty four purposively selected information rich participants' ranging in diversity. The data were analyzed thematically by using verbatim quotes. The findings indicated that the participants perceived practicum as an important tool of learning to teach because it promoted the development of teaching experience and prepared them for the real world of work. The analysis revealed that theory practice connection, competency and confidence development and socialization as a successful experience of the practicum program and inadequate budget, assessment centered experience, inadequate support and secondary school student misbehavior as the most stressful experience of student teacher practicum experience.
The results from this study will also be added to the existing body of literature related to practicum.
METHODOLOGY Research Design
Generally speaking the world is full of research methodologies, with no single method applicable/fit to all research problems. Each research methodology has its own relative weakness and strength.
Although each of the approach have their relative strength and weakness (Dawson, 2002) students were involved in the study, of which six were females.
Data Collection
Semi-structured interview which is the most common type of interview in qualitative social research (Dawson, 2002) was used to collect data. This process allows the researcher to gain insights into others' perspectives about the phenomenon under study; it is particularly useful for ascertaining respondents' thoughts, perceptions, feelings, and retrospective accounts of events (Goodwin and Goodwin, 1996, cited in Phillips, 2004 
Data Analysis
Methods used in analyzing data for a case study includes categorization and interpretation of data in terms of common themes, and the synthesis of data into an overall portrait of the case (Leedy and Ormrod, 2005) . For present study, the data collected via interview were transcribed verbatim, coded and divided in to categories, as suggested by Guba and Lincoln (1985) in an attempt to discover common themes. themes and findings were discussed in the proceeding section.
Ethical Issue
As to the ethical issue the following ethical and moral concerns were addressed; harms and benefits were assessed for the well- This view substantiates the belief that teaching experience is the main means through which teachers learn to teach (Haigh and Tuck, 1999) . From the insightful response of the respondent I understood that the goal of student teaching is to integrate course theory with teaching practice and acculturate pre-service teachers to schools.
Successful Experience
Practicum is an activity at which student - 
Theory -Practice Connection
As pre-service teachers progress through their degree, they are expected to link a university based coursework /theory/to school based practice through practicum.
Similarly all students teachers with whom I (Brown, 2008 , Ligadu, 2009 
Stressful Experience
In the course of my interview, the interviewees identified the negative aspect of their practicum experience which can be categorized into four sub-themes; low budget, assessment centered, loss of support or inadequate support and disciplinary problem.
Low/ Inadequate Budget
The inadequacy of fund / budget allocated for student teacher for practicum purpose was very well articulated by the respondents. As student teachers go to practicum site they paid some amount of money by the university so that they can cover their expenses. However, all the informants expressed their dissatisfaction Goodman (1985) believes the quality of field experience improves when supervisors are more involved. In the same vein Jeffery (2008) stated that more frequent feedback from university supervisors is related to greater 
Follow up
The university have a significant role in designing meaningful practicum program that will make student teachers feel highly prepared for their world of work (Gold,1996) Groundwater-smith, 1996) . It provides pre-service teacher an opportunity to become better teachers by articulating their purpose, choosing appropriate classroom management strategies and understanding high school students social and cognitive background (Liston and Zeichner, 1991) ,
and an opportunity to learn in context from first hand experience (Arnett and Freeburg, 2008) . To this end, the Education Faculty has paramount importance in the preparation of good school teachers who in turn will be able to produce competent university entrants, it should be enhanced by allocating adequate funds which balanced the current expense rate so that student teachers can cover their living expense while they were in the school site without worry.
